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Welcome to our December Newsletter.

Winter Newsletter 2024

Thanks to everyone who came to the celebration event which marked the end of our long relationship with
J&D. It was particularly pleasing that as well as messages from several former staff members we also had
video messages from Mamadou Kone and Tanty Samake. The report ‘A Journey Shared' which records our
work over 25 yeatrs, is still available on our website www.malidg.org.uk

As you will see from Sue Upton's report our work continues to support Kader Keita's work in Bamako and, as
ever, we will keep you posted about developments in newsletters during 2025.

The world is a very troubled place at the moment and there will be many calls on your generosity over
Christmas and beyond but your loyalty to MDG is hugely helpful and is enabling us to continue. If you can
rope any other supporters in we would be very pleased to hear from them.

In the meantime a happy Christmas to everyone and let us all hope for a better and more peaceful 2025.

Update from PAD and Kader

Kader and his team are going strong as ever, and there are
several pieces of exciting news.

We've heard recently that MDG has secured a grant from the
Kitchen Table Charities Trust to enable PAD to offer sewing
and tailoring training to 15 young men, starting in January
2025. Apparently, this is the first time this organisation has
supported work in Mali. The training was requested by the
boys, after witnessing the success of the courses offered to
young single mums over recent years.

In September Kader and
his wife Hawa had a
new baby. He's called
Tim, after MDG’s own
Tim, who is
remembered with
enormous respect and
fondness by Kader and
his crew. We send a
warm welcome to little
Tim, and wish him long
life, good health,
prosperity and good
luck.

Kader has also been to Senegal to take part in the planning
of a workshop that will be organised by UNDOC (UN Office
on Drugs and Crime) in April 2025 for people with reduced
mobility. You may remember his participation in an event
called “Paint the Silence’, drawing attention to issues around
vulnerability to human trafficking, also organised by UNDOC.

The MDG event in September when we celebrated our long
and fruitful partnership with Jeunesse and Development also
provided an opportunity to sell assorted Bogolan (traditional
mud cloth) items produced by PAD’s young people, and by
Kader. Thanks to all who contributed, and also to Tim and
Andrea who have now taken charge of the bogolan stock.

Back in August PAD organised training for their young
women in applying henna to hands and feet. This is a
common practice for festivals, weddings etc and was funded
by MDG at PAD’s request. It's envisaged that it will provide
the girls with a supplementary income stream.




Fundraising update

Our group of amateur cooks, The Babs, have had a busy
period recently. We have become an annual choice of the
local Ramblers group to provide their Christmas lunch.

We're gearing up to cater for 50 of them in early December.

This follows soon after having a stall at a local fair for
charities. In a freezing hall we nevertheless did well in
selling cakes, chutney, hand-made Christmas decorations
and cards using Malian fabrics. Though it was hard to resist
buying things from the other stalls!

Our monthly pre-film club suppers continue to generate a
healthy income as do our bacon rolls at a local auction
house. Very many thanks to all the Babs who continue to
cook, serve and wash up!

Linda King

Regular activities have continued at PAD, including work
with young women in Bamako’s detention centre, where
Kader's regular art sessions are much appreciated by
participants and staff alike.

As ever the PAD team sends heartfelt thanks for our ongoing
support, without which they wouldnt be able to operate.
With higher than usual temperatures, long power cuts, and
severe floods across the country this year, coupled with
ongoing insecurity and cost of living challenges, more
people than ever are displaced and in need, and PAD
continues to offer material and moral support to some of the
most vulnerable youngsters. We in turn say a big thank you
for all your support.

Sue Upton

Secretary's Snippets

»  Our Charity Commission Annual Return was
submitted in October, well ahead of the
deadline

» We heard through the UK Embassy in Mali on
Facebook that a few young Malians have won
scholarships to study in the UK through the
Government's Chevening scheme, and we will
be in contact with the Embassy to see if any
links can be made

» We were contacted by a French company
offering health insurance, hoping to reach the
Malian diaspora in the UK with a view to
promoting their services to Malians in Mali. The
information was passed on to our contact in
the Malian community here.

Judith Hart



